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BEADING TO BEAT AUTISM 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, it 
takes real heroes and real leaders to 
believe in the possibility of what we 
can do through hard work, persever-
ance, and commitment to make the 
world a better place. I’m proud to say 
that my hometown of Louisville has 
many of these leaders, and this week, 
one of them, 13-year-old Michala 
Riggle, was recognized nationally with 
the Gloria Barron Prize for Young He-
roes. It’s a well-deserved recognition, 
and I rise to applaud Michala’s work 
with Beading to Beat Autism, which 
has been nothing but miraculous. 

Three years ago, after learning that 
an underfunded treatment program 
could help thousands of kids in Louis-
ville with autism, like her brother 
Evan, Michala stepped up. She planned 
to enlist her friends and family to raise 
$200,000 by making beaded bracelets 
and selling them for $3 each. People 
told her it was impossible, but she said, 
It’s just like a ball game. If you don’t 
believe you can win, it’s game over be-
fore you start. You gotta believe. And 
after 6 months, Michala had reached 
her goal. To date, she’s raised $350,000 
to help children with autism. Now, 
through BeadingtoBeatAutism.org, she 
hopes to raise $300 million to finance 
an autism research center in Louis-
ville. And I don’t doubt that she can 
accomplish that. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the Members of 
the House to join me to salute her. I’m 
proud to wear her bracelets and proud 
that she’s a resident of the Third Dis-
trict of Kentucky. 

Congratulations, Michala. 

f 

JOBS CRISIS ON OUR HANDS 

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEUTCH. In a time of great eco-
nomic strife, Americans deserve more 
from their leaders than recycled at-
tacks on their constitutional rights. 
Let’s not deny women access to birth 
control and wellness care provided by 
Planned Parenthood, or the Presi-
dential Women’s Center in my district, 
or the many other providers instru-
mental in reducing unwanted preg-
nancies in America. Let’s not levy spe-
cial taxes on women who have never 
had an abortion, but pay for a private 
health plan that covers these proce-
dures. Let’s not subject any citizen to 
government intrusion in the doctor’s 
office because of their gender. 

The retired women in my district 
who were on the front lines of the fight 
for equality in reproductive rights 
know what path these policies will lead 
us down. Let’s not create a crisis in 
America—a crisis of public health, of 
back-alley abortions and accidental 
sterilization, of less education and 
more sexually transmitted diseases, of 

fewer routine screenings and more cer-
vical cancer. 

We already have a crisis on our hands 
in this country—a jobs crisis—and in 
November, Americans voted this Con-
gress to address it. 

f 

TURN TO THE FUTURE OF OUR 
CHILDREN 

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise with my colleagues for one 
reason—to talk about jobs. My con-
stituents are hurting. They need help. 
They want to work. I’ve been here for 
almost 2 months, and I’m still waiting 
to hear a Republican plan for jobs. So 
far this week, the only things I’ve 
voted on are our renaming of a court-
house and taking back money that we 
have already given to the United Na-
tions. When are we going to talk about 
jobs? I came to Washington to focus on 
jobs. My constituents sent me to Wash-
ington to focus on jobs. 

All across the Nation, the high 
school class of 2011 is getting ready to 
graduate. Some will go on to higher 
education, and some will enter the 
workforce. What type of world are they 
entering? What type of jobs will await 
them? I propose that we invest in the 
class of 2011. Instead of political games 
and bills that cut jobs, I propose that 
we invest in education, innovation, and 
infrastructure. Please, I urge all of my 
colleagues to turn toward the future of 
our children—turn toward creating 
jobs for them. 

f 

DON’T IGNORE THE MIDDLE CLASS 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. I rise today on behalf of 
the regular, everyday American fami-
lies and those who work for a living. 
Just yesterday, my friends on the other 
side of the aisle released their job-kill-
ing spending policies. Make no mistake 
about it, these policies will deeply hurt 
the middle class and will not help grow 
jobs. 

Let’s look at these statistics: 83 per-
cent of all United States stocks are in 
the hands of 1 percent of the American 
public; the bottom 50 percent of income 
earners in the United States now col-
lectively own less than 3 percent of our 
Nation’s wealth. I encourage my Re-
publican colleagues in this House to 
stop in their efforts to take money 
away from those who use it to stay 
warm in the winter and cool in the 
summer, to stop in their efforts to take 
away money from those who keep our 
air safe and our water clean, and to 
stop in their efforts to take invest-
ments away from technology and jobs 
of the future. 

Mr. Speaker, the middle class has 
been ignored for far too long. As the 
backbone of our country, it is time 

they get their fair share. I stand for 
empowering our middle class, not re-
ducing jobs in America. 

f 
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ADVICE TO THE MAJORITY: KEEP 
YOUR PROMISES 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to give some advice to 
the Members of the majority party. My 
grandmama used to tell me, ‘‘Son, keep 
your promises.’’ 

As we all know, the majority prom-
ised to be focused on job creation; but 
the 11 bills that have passed this body 
thus far, in 2 months, have failed to 
create a single job. 

Watch out for these budget cuts that 
these Republicans are proposing also. 
I’m going to tell you, if you are a fire-
fighter or a police officer or a teacher, 
you are out of luck. This recovery 
needs to work for the working people of 
this Nation, not just for the Wall 
Street bankers. 

Today, we should be voting for in-
vesting and making products in Amer-
ica, not on toothless resolutions. If we 
continue on this path much longer, the 
American people will see for them-
selves that they’ve been lied to. 

To the majority party, you need to 
keep your promises and stop shrinking 
the middle class. You need to be about 
job creation like you promised. Don’t 
turn America into a pink slip Nation. 

f 

WHERE’S THE BEEF? 

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, about 
15 years ago, there was a commercial 
that is really applicable to today. It 
was about a woman who looked 
through hamburger buns and asked, 
‘‘Where’s the beef?’’ The American peo-
ple are asking us, Where’s the jobs? 

We managed to survive and avoid the 
Great Depression of this century. Let 
me tell you, Mr. Speaker, what we need 
to do to continue with our recovery is 
to build public confidence. The only 
way we are going to build that public 
confidence is for people to feel that we 
are looking at what is so essential to 
their futures, so essential to the build-
ing of their confidence back in them-
selves and in government, and that is 
the creation of jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe all Members of 
this Congress must look to that. We 
must get down and address jobs. That 
is what we are here to do. That is what 
we need to do, or we will have failed 
the people who have sent us here. 

f 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRIES 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I have a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman may inquire. 
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